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listing in gangrene, and that the wound received in dissection was a 
mere coincidence, and did not produce the symptoms from which the 
patient suffered. As no post mortem examination was made, in conse¬ 
quence of the request of the patient, it is impossible to verify the cor¬ 
rectness of this opinion; but it must be acknowledged, that the symp 
toms were very similar to those of inflammation of the mucous mem¬ 
brane of the intestines, and different from those usually produced by 
; wounds received in dissection. r J 


Aht. IX. On the Safety and Advantages of Mercurial Inhalations. 
By Samuel Jackson, M. D. of Northumberland, Pa. 


| The beginning of the nineteenth century is distinguished in the 
medical world, far above any former period, for the perseverino- in¬ 
dustry of physicians in rescuing many from an untimely grave, who 
but a few years ago were scientifically given over to the ravages of 
disease, and the triumphs of death. The iliac artery, the carotid, the 
innommata, the aorta, have all been tied; diseased ovaries have been 
removed; the abdomen has been opened and the invaginated bowels 
rectified; the thigh has been successfully amputated at the hip; the 
parobd gland dissected out; and bronchotomy is no longer considered 
an affair of tremendous moment. If we should pretend to bring before 
he profession a simple process, by which more lives may be saved 
than by all these splendid operations combined, we may yet hope to 
escape the imputation of empirical vanity, as it will appear extremely 
facile, and within the capacity of every attentive physician. 

A successful method of curing common diseases confers little splcn- 
dour, but infinite usefulness; for more patients die of a simple plcu- 

aulT t\ C T q r e , nCCS than ° f * he Wh0le S™P of "'^dii re¬ 
quiem those fearful operations. To make ourselves acquainted 

therefore, with ordinary diseases, and their methods of cure, is the 
primary duty of the practical physician; and hence it was that while 
thes udents in the University of Edinburgh were curiously gaping 

afterf 6 f 1S . SeC “ 0n ^ a 1,lcc I ,haIoU!i cl >ild, one of their number, who 
terearfg became a celebrated physician, was found busily employ¬ 
ed n examining the patients in the fever ward. He said that he should 
pio ia ly spend all his life among febrile diseases, but that he might 
cl.na w*. impressed .1,1, 

m nt whkh w ! VC r rC ‘ ■ 7 the P rofession a mc thod of treat- 

CLls tat!, r S r w Ce w fUl ^ S ° me d an g e ™us and almost 

P ■ - states of disease. \Y e offer it, not as absolutely proven, but 
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as in probation; and hope that it will claim the attention which the 
subject, independent of this paper most eminently merits. 

It is well known that in many diseases there often occurs a condi 
tion of the system, which would appear to render all remedies utterly 
nugatory, unless the patient can be speedily brought under the altera¬ 
tive or deobstructing powers of mercury. Such is the state of things 
in many of the congested and inflammatory cases of typhus, as also 
of tlie yellow and other bilious fevers. We often read of physicians 
labouring in vain to salivate a patient; the medicine is slower than 
the disease, or probably his susceptibilities are locked up by inflam- 
mation or congestion. In the local phlegmasia:, also, a speedier 
method of affecting the system is required. A pleurisy, to which you 
are probably called too late, is not half subdued before the patient 
begins to succumb. You have done all that can be done by bleedin-. 
blisters, and antimony; but the disease goes on, and there is no re- I 
medy unless mercury can be brought into action. But in all proba- 
bility you have depended, and very plausibly too, on the use of com- 
mon remedies till it is now too late to affect the system; or if you 
linally attempt it by frictions and calomel, the total operation of these 
passes oft by the bowels, and your only hope is gone. 

To insure a speedy effect in these deplorable cases, we have been 
tor several years in the practice of using inhalations of the medicine, 
j ^hich the system is soon possessed of the mercurial excitement and 
all its salutary effects, as it regards these states or the system, are 
very quickly attained. The preparation which we prefer is a modi- 
hcation of Lalonette’s; it is less offensive to the lungs than cinna- 
bar, and as it is easily and quickly prepared of materials within even i 
one s reach, it may be considered as always in readiness. But ina=- 
much as our paper may fall into hands which are not in possession 
ot a method of preparing it, we shall give an improved recipe from 
.ibernethy s Surgical and Physiological Observations. It lias been 
copied mto Pecs's Cyclop, art. Pumigat. into Cooper's Surgical 
Put. art. Mercury— and probably into other books which we have not 
read, or which do not come into mind. 


“ Tw ° clra ; cl1 ™ of “ft- amm.are added to six ounces of distilled water, andfour 
ounces of calomel are thrown into this liquor, and shaken with it; the powder 
is then separated by the filter and dried.” 1 


This is the preparation which was used by Pearson and Abes- 
nethv, for the peculiar fumigations recommended by Lalonette; but 
to this we shall add for the convenience of those who may not have 
the aq. amm. at hand, that the sp. amm. either simple or aromatic, is 
equally suitable. Rain or river water may be used when the distil 
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I'iehi* 0 ^ Pr ° CUred ’ and tHe medidne can be P-P-ed in a 

When we first used fumigations, we evaporated the powder from 
a fire-shovel ora sn.ooth.ng iron, and directed the smoke to the pa¬ 
tient s face by means of a common funnel. This method P , 

S’ • l “-* T " f ‘ SX 

th°ut coming .nto the sphere of his respiration. To remedT hk 
mconven.ence, we covered the patient’s head with a sheet, elevated 

withi h n ( l, Seg | m »T °, f arge l,00pS ’ an< ‘ then eva P or ated the mercury 
i‘ ;' S hUle sudaforium i - by this means he could not fail ofiZ 
liahng the proper ,,uant.ty. But this method was altogether inad 

bon, and therefore we devised a little instrument which directive 
whole volume of vapour immediately on the patient’s lungs. 



read them*' C Au\he^owl° r d AbernethV ha " d ’ a " dit * S many years sincc "c 
derived from the sboZl ,7^7° P ™" 8 ° f wbMt thcy -X «" this subject, is 
Surgical Dictionary. ed port,ons Rees’s Cyclopedia, and ofCooper’s 
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The outline of this is a common tin funnel, about nine inches diamclti 
at the base, with a flexible tube attached to the pipe. The base of the 
cone or funnel is closed with tin, and a door opens at the side large 
enough for the convenient introduction of a heated iron, weighin. 
about two pounds. A little sheet-iron stand on the inside support- 
tliis iron, and thus prevents it from burning the bottom of the cone, 
or from rendering it too hot to rest occasionally on the bed. In the 
preceding figure, which will give an adequate idea of this little ap. 
paratus, A is a handle, which is very necessary as the cone become? 
too hot to be held in the hand; B is a flexible tube of spiral wire co¬ 
vered with morocco, similar to that of Mudge’s inhaler. 

Swediaur, in speaking of fumigating external sores with cinnabar, 
directs an iron funnel formed of one piece without solder—a precau 
tion wholly unnecessary, as no amalgamation can take place with 
either tin or solder in the present case. 

To use the apparatus, let the iron be heated not quite to redness, 
and placed on the stand; about ten grains of the powder are then ti 
be thrown upon it, and the door closed. The flexible tube directs the 
smoke to the patient’s mouth, whether his head be covered, as above- 
mentioned, or not. When the evaporation ceases, another such por¬ 
tion is thrown on the iron, and from two to six such portions maybe f 
used in immediate succession. This process may be repeated even 
two, four, six, or eight hours, according to the exigencies of the case. 
When this method has been used for several days, the attendant 
have been salivated, and they must therefore be cautioned again*'.! 
respiring the fumes more than is unavoidable. 

We should not think it necessary to observe, were it not in our 1 
own defence, that we ought to be more assiduous in watching the ef-1! 
fects than when mercury is used in any other form. We have°brou;L: 
the system under the influence of it in twelve hours; and we pre¬ 
sume, from our little experience, that it must be a very intractable ; 
state of the body which can hold out more than two or three days- J 
In the use, however, of this hitherto dreaded mode of administerin' 
the remedy, we must regard the pulse and the general system; for if n 
in these the happy effects of mercurialization are observed, we must j 
proceed with the utmost caution; but as soon as the fetid breath is 'I 
perceived, we ought to suspend the operation, as the present object 
is now attained, and if additional mercury be required, we can ad- t 
minister it in the ordinary way. 

AV e are well aware that the intelligent reader already presumes to Eg 
recognise in this method an exploded practice; but here we must im- S 
plore Ms patience, while we set this matter in its proper light. Cri I 
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lies are sometimes too quick for their own understandings, and not 
.infrequently condemn before they comprehend. Let it be observed 
therefore, that it was once the practice to expose the body and lui.4 
of venereal patients to the fumes of mercury, in order to excite a sa¬ 
livation, instead of using the medicine by pills or inunction; but no 
where do we learn, as far as our limited reading extends, or snatch¬ 
ing parents from the very grasp or death, by administering the fumi¬ 
gation in common diseases; for however well established may be the 
practice of salivating such patients, the present method of duin- it 
seems to have escaped the diligence of medical investigation. The 
following quotation from Bell on Lue, Venerea, will determine at 
once what the practice was, and also upon what principles it was 
abandoned; at the same time it will show how easily the system is 

affected, even when the vapour is not directed in a full stream on the 
lungs. 


‘The ftimes of mercury are applied to the body bv burning different mer 
cunal calces in the patient’s clumber. By thus breathing, aA were a mcr 

^fhee o m f r.' haVinf? thC fUmeS ‘■‘ qU:Uly »PP“«d to every part of the 
surface of the body, the usual effects of mercury upon the system are soon 

produced, more quickly, perhaps, than by any o.her method. Where it is 
mean to raise a salivation suddenly, or to throw mercury quickly into the sys- 
tem, this is perhaps the surest method of doing it, for with the fumes of mcr- 
cury » salivation is sometimes excited in the course of a few hours. This 

^ ch^na« CtJ fB mt ° "“I'' rePUte ’ W ' ,en 5a ' iVati0n a,0ne considered 
as the chief part of the cure, but now when it is known that lues venerea may 

be cured without much salivation, tliat the more gradually the mercury is 
Wn into the system, the more effectually it operate, and that very violent 
effects are sometimes produced by fumigating with mercury, the practice has 
of late been very generally laid aside.” V 


The author then goes on to show the many advantages of directing 
he fumes upon syphilitic ulcers, and even acknowledges that lit 
had “ met with a few cases in which the mercury either went off too 
rapidly by stool when taken into the stomach, or where it was not 
absorbed, if applied in form of unction to the surface of the body, 
and in which it soon proved effectual when used in this manner. ” 
More recently we hear nothing of the respiration of mercury, un- 
ess lor t ie purpose of applying the medicine directly to ulcers in the 
auces. Lalonette and Abemethy were no doubt impressed with some 
Horrific phantom of danger, in contemplating the exploded practice, 
since they enclosed the naked patient in a tin box, with his head ex¬ 
truded, so that he might breathe the pure air, while the fumes were 
operating on the external body. They excited a salivation with great 
ertamty, but many of the patients whom our method regards, can- 
No. II—Feb. 1828. [ 40 ] 
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inllT, 0 " 11 fr ° m th6ir b6dS ‘° be thUS incommod 'ou9'y enclosed 


The peculiarity, therefore, of the practice we are now recommend 
ing is reduced to these two points:— First, to direct the fumes to the 
lungs only, as this can be done without any disturbance to the debili- 

eales E ’h T°T % ’ ‘° T theI " in a11 cases common dis- 
eases for which a salivation may be indicated, and there is not time to 

tte m r ° r n ° Suffic,c,,t excitability remaining to be acted upon by 
the medicine m common form. 1 ^ 

With respect to the safety of this method, we presume there will 
be some question in the mind of every reader. Even the fumigation 

a^d h wa's th "7 “ nCed k by CULLEN aS a dan S erous experiment, 
ami it was, therefore, not without some trepidation that we ventured 

uscentible o? ^ ™ ** Skin ’ and infinitel V «>«re 

susceptible of gaseous impregnations. It will no doubt be considered 

as rather an uncertain method, as the quantity the patient may re- 

spire will be very different in different cases. But the same objec- 

t on lies against its internal and cuticular use; for though we can in 

these applications limit the quantity, yet some stomachs and some 

Wdir B U Tr, 8ly Sen5ibIe ‘° the medicine, while others can 
hardly be affected, however zealous and intrepid our endeavours. It 

is true that we can form a pretty correct estimate of the mercurial 
excitability ,n many states of the system, but in many others wehav^ 
much to earn; and since mercurialization is at all times a tentative 

may possibij berenderedas 

f T hC S f ety ° f the method ’ however, and its celerity also, are set 

Calming fc S ° mC ,x C rT e confirmed - by an extract of a letter from 
Captain Sykes, published m the London Medical and Physical Jour- 

cal’alT J ,ar ? h ’ 1 T 7 ’ T d republishe(i in North AmericanMedi- 
cal and Surgical Journal, vol. iv. p. 172. A retort exploded in which 

mercury was distilling with lime, and the vapours salivated several 
persons in the course of twenty-four hours, a fact which the physi- 
says— f thC ai ' my ,mpr0VCd ‘° theirNiinmediate use. The captain 


Of a “cenTins^ncTor-rh 1106 ^'7°" in twen ‘yTourhours, and I have heard 
A 1 f ltS beinff P roduccd ,n seven hours, by fumigation Mv 

a5SCrtS ’ thatthe Practice editing salivation, by 

an equal auantitv „• . . ted ’ and s P read over strips of thin cotton cloth; 

arc then rolled un in th 7 “ P ,° Wder 15 SprCld ovcr thc "“ed strips, which 
arc then rolled up m the sliape of candles. The pemon to be salivated is seated 
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on the ground and a blanket is thrown over him; the lighted cinnabar candle 
“ P liccd un<3er ^ blanket, so that he inhales the vapour.” 

S ° me d “ UbtS ° f tllis Pretended antiquity of 
J* P f e ’, but tbe 9,lastre e pointed out a passage in an ancient 
Sanscrit work, in which the process was described. This may have 
been an Indian imposition, unless the captain understood the lan¬ 
guage. The letter, however, and particularly the fact of the pliysi- 
oIXnTr ad °P‘ ed the P ractice ’ is a ve ry striking instance in proof 

U ni t / 7 , 0Ur n : eth0d - We ma >' e *pect to hear, in due 
time, all the particulars, and the general result of their experiments. 

In offering this remedy to the consideration of the medical public, 
let it be remembered that we propose it in those cases only which are 
nearly desperate under all common methods of treatment; nor even 
in these should we use it, at least in the present state of our know¬ 
ledge, unless in all probability there might not be time to mercurial- 
ire die system in any other way. We are not proposing any new in- 
dications, but merely a new method of fulfilling those which have Ion” 
been considered as perfectly orthodox. The practice of salivating in 
fevers, is with us by no means a favourite: on the contrary, we con¬ 
sider it as a painful and justly odious remedy, which not .infrequently 
prolongs the patient’s distress; but every one knows there are states 
of the system, in almost every species of fever, which to all human 
eyes, cannot be relieved in any other way, and in these nearly all 
learned phys,cans have agreed to use mercury, until some milder 
method be discovered. Such are many congested and inflammatory 
cases, in which the free use of venesection is often inadmissible. Dr. 
Armstrong relies greatly on the use of mercury in all these danger¬ 
ous states of typhus; and we have long heard, and shall probably 
long continue to hear, of the imperious necessity of salivation, in very 
many cases of yellow fever. This disease, as it appeared in Philadel¬ 
phia m 1820, was an intractable malady, and the physicians relied 
greatly on ptyalism, but they were often unable to attain it.* 

In the puerperal fever, a most interesting and alarming disease, 
large doses of calomel have been given, as in yellow fever, for the 
two-fold purpose of exciting catharsis and salivation. Many cases of 
this disease run so rapidly through the stage of excitement, that every 
ning must be done within a few hours, or the patient is lost Some 
o these as related by Denman and Armstrong, are highly congested 
states of fever that might possibly be prepared for the operation of 
mercurial fumes by the warm bath, frictions, and external stimuli; 

Dr. Jackson’s F.ssay, Philadelphia Journal, vol. 2, sub principio. 
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but, however this may be, we should propose this method as a last 
resort in all cases that have been too long neglected, maltreated, ot 
that are sunk so low that venesection can be used no further while 
unsuppurated inflammation is known to be in progress. From what 
we have seen of the puerperal fever we should consider the lateprac 

Jj,“ abd0mel l Witl ' mercurial °' ntm ent as entirely fa. 

tile. In fact, those cases that we have seen of the genuine disease 

would not tolerate such frictions, nor indeed any thtog heavier than 
he anomtmg with a feather. We suspect this practice had its origin 
n he supposed analogy between the inflammation of puerperal fever 
and e y SI pelas ; and we presume that time will find it as useless " 

tern"! disete" “ n ° W dcm ° nStrated » 6 in fracases of the „■ 

u.. U r,' he | 8ame P rinci P Ie that should use it in puerperal fever 
we should also recommend it in every species of internal ; n 
tmn, in which depletion could be carried nTfuler^ Z * u 

In the pneumonia typhodes, which runs its fatal course in old 
weaklj people and drunkards, with most appalling rapidity we fir 
concetved the idea of using these fumigation^ buf™ Ia vT’nrft£ 
them as the disease disappeared from our circle of practice X 

robust, is certain to destroy the debilitated 

“sxr^em h3 t 

lady slLld reLh t e fL Pr0m ' S,nS remedV5 and P^«cularlj if the ma- 
having ducted alild who’d 8 ^ T* ^ *“ °" n P 6 ™"- fro,,, 

disease of this part. ' C ° a vei 7 uncommon suppurative 

u u th” s ngrapid ^ r r ss ’ and in whici1 

t0 41X681 disease without further loss of 
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substance, the practice of fumigating them has been long established. 
By directing the fumes on a man’s nose, in order to save it quickly 
from further erosion, we salivated him in three days, though his sys¬ 
tem had resisted every form of mercury which a skilful physician had 
been giving h,m for four months. But on this subject there can be 
no disputation; we only mention the fact in order to show with what 
great facility the medicine operates. 

Case I. John Mullin of this town, after repeated attacks of remit¬ 
tent and intermittent fever, applied tome last January, in the follow- 
mg deplorable condition. From having been a very healthy, vigorous 
man, with a blooming complexion, he was now pale and cadaverous 
the conjunctiva bluish and shining—the features pointed—tongue 
foul-pulse 120, quick, salient, full, and strong-hard, drv cou'h, 
tilth pain under the sternum, and great difficulty of respir'ation-a 
du!I pam in the region of the liver affecting the'point of the nght 
shoulder—-the spleen enlarged-the legs cedematous-urine common 

Ver7 re<J ’ and without sediment-frequent epistaxis, 
with blood highly inflammatory. 

Bleeding and blisters with their various coadjuvants were liberally 
used for the first week without any evident amendment, and as he 
was now supposed to be in a state of preparation for mercury, the 
calomel was given combined with squills. But before this had time 
to afTect the system, he unexpectedly sunk surprisingly, and was 
justly considered hopeless by all his friends. The cough was very 
severe and dry, his breathing difficult, his pulse small, weak, salient, 
40 in the minute; his whole appearance was fnat of a lost man. He 
was supported by the steady use of nourishing diet, and moderate in- 
ternal, w'th powerful external stimuli; in two days the fumigations 
iook effect, his mouth became sore, and a striking amendment ap¬ 
peared ,n his whole constitution. The salivation was continued by 
using the blue pill, and though the disease developed itself in a uni- 

\ , dropsy, he was carried safely through all his maladies and re¬ 

stored to robust health. 

In this case the patient was sinking rapidly under an inflammation 
of the lungs, liver, and probably of other internal parts, and no me- 

,'cine wit ' V " C I ' ve are acquainted, the mercury excepted, could 

ave been of any avail, nor do we believe that any other method of 
sing it would have been successful. If it be said that calomel might 
; , C bee " used soo " cr ’ we "’ay reply, that the morbid action was so 
, as , t0 rcs,3t lts salutary operation. When at last it was deter¬ 
mined that mercury was the only remedy, the patient fell unexpect- 
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edly into such a state of collapser that calomel could not have been 

gwen without the utmost danger of a fatal catharsis; nor in f act 
would there have been time to obtain the specific operation of this 
of any other of the common preparations. The poor man was ready 
to sink under a severe inflammation with incipient eflusion, and no- 
thing but the prompt operation of mercury could have arrested lids 
precipitous disease, and prepared the system for the recuperative 
powers of nature. p 

„ C J, 5E Thomas, son of James Glydewell, three miles nordi of 
- orthumberland, was seized in the winter of 1823, with bilious or 
bihoso-nervous colic, which was then almost an epidemic in our neigh- 
bourhood. While he was taking calomel and opium for the two-fold 
purpose of procuring comfort and exciting salivation, a severe purging 
of bloody slime took place, and reduced him in one night almost to 
the point o death. We found him in the morning nearly without 
a pulse vvitlr the catharsis still going on, while the system was no. 
the least aflected with the specific influence of mercury. 

Opium was given freely, and many stimuli used with the utmost 
diligence, among which were tinct of clove^-comp. tinct. of bark- 
rictions with external heat—soup, and arrow-root. The mercurial 
fumigations were used by my own hands, for I did not leave the 
house during eight hours, as the patient was a young man of no little 
mportance to his poor and laborious parents. But he gradually sunk 
till at midday he was without a pulse at the wrist, and at four o'clock 
ns legs were cold. We now left him perhaps two hours, while wc 
went half a mile, to open the body of another patient recently dead 

alnT" 16 d l SeaSe ’ am , Up ° n ° Ur rcturn we found h ‘n> still sinking 
and laboriously engaged in giving valedictory charges to each mem- 

ber of the family. This exertion we presumed would soon cut his 
ast thread and therefore we lefthim-but with strict injunctions that 

hint certainly^dying! ^ “ d D ° Urished 4111 the ^ fi " d 

ne K ?, e nd eXt m r in f We r0Se by da - vli S ht ’ in order to expedite busi- 
ness and savei time for opening the body. Far different was his fate. 

An old neighbour came smiling to the door at this early hour with 

the welcome but mysterious news that Thomas was better. The 
fact was hat the mother, between hope and despair, persevered with 

Sved his life m C0UFSe ° f thC night the mereur I t00k efrect and 

We shall not add more cases, as we have never taken daily notes 
of diseases, unless in a very few instances; having depended more 
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upon the recording; of general results and the establishment of gene¬ 
ral principles. We have used the remedy in twelve cases with all 
the advantages that we could wish to derive from it, nor did we ex¬ 
cite an excessive ptyalism in one single instance. It failed only in 
the case of a maniac, but here we believe it was not fairly tried We 
have often lamented our omission of this medicine and our denen 

dance upon gentler measures, but never have regretted the use of t in 
a single case. 1111 

• ' V< i r n St h r caution the rea,ler against imputing to us the em¬ 
pirical folly of bringing forward a remedy which is to be infallible in 
the case of every dying patient: like all things human, it will often 
fail, even when tried under promising circumstances. All that we 
pretend is this, that it will sometimes succeed in affectino- the sys¬ 
tem with mercury when other means would fail; and that, conse¬ 
quently, it renders one important indication in medicine, infinitely 
more facile and certain than it has hitherto been. Nor let any one 
suppose that we presume to have established this methodas infallibly 
useful and mutable. Many unobserved and even inscrutable circuit 
stances may have concurred in promoting the favourable operation of 
the mercury in our various cases, as a fortunate coadjuvancy of things 
unseen n>aj for a time give a medicine some factitious reputation 
rh,ch a mu tip bed experience will generally diminish or entirely nul- 

I IST' f, " S&eUh “h“ fc ”* b “ h— in «r 

Against the use of ptyalism in fevers much clamour has been rais 

! Sa.-JSf-'r we con ® !SS ourselves most vehemently hos- 
e to the practice, whenever gentler measures will ensure our safety- 
but we cannot join in that indiscriminate reprobation of the practice’ 
n which some physicians find too much delight, and thus inculpate 
theirown understandings as well as degrade and bring into suspicion 
? e * h0l e sclence of medicine. Dr. Hosack, in one of his rmorts 
to tiie governors of the New York Hospital, does fairly represent 
i“-r.‘ S / a dan S erous and highly mischievous remedy. When 
speaking of his typhous patients, he says, “ they recover without th!t 

Xmm°t the C .° nStitUti0n ’ and that ‘Ability to rheumatism ami other 

undeZn I S ’ tha ‘" e frC, ‘ Uentl y ° bse ™ in -l*o have 

undergone the operations of mercury.”* 

b u tltt S . hallbOWWithbeCOmingSubmission t0 sucl > high autlioritv 
the same time shall observe that every careful practitioner 

Appendix to Thomas’s Practice and Eclect. Rep. x. 2 “ 4 . 
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must have startled at this passage, and have begun to look around 
among his patients with no little anxiety, to ascertain whose const! 
tution he had injured , and whom he had endowed with a liability to 
rheumatism and other inflammatory diseases. There is already too 
much prejudice in the world against this medicine, and physicians 
would confer respect on the profession by endeavouring to diminish 
it; while by thus holding it up to the blind inquisition of the readme 
community, they will weaken public confidence, and greatly dero° 
gate from the honour and utility of the healing art. The public ouriit 
to be apprised that almost any medicine is variously dangerous in the 
hands of ignorant temerity; but that learning and honour may be con. 
fidently trusted with the most powerful agents in the materia medics. 
As far as regards our own observations, whether confined to one par¬ 
ticular practice or extended occasionally into that of other physicians, 
we have never seen any of these evils result from mercury. But at 
the same time we have fortunately had it in our power, through the 
long-continued use of the suspicious mineral, to relieve patients o[ 
chronic rheumatism or something similar though perhaps worse—the 
unhappy result of the non-mercurial practice in syphilis. So pitiable 
as been the condition of some wretched beings who have come from 
seaports, and from under the care of the anti-mercurial doctors, that 
we can no longer read of their opiate, and acid, and golden recipes, 
without some feelings of reprobation and contempt * 


tl l C ' V ,r bellCVe our coadjutor has viewed the cases to which he alludes, through 
c medium of strong prejudices. For our own part, at least, we lament that 
the non-mercurial practice in venereal disease is not more generally adopted 

wUch ^have^" 01 met Wi u h a "- V “ Se ' pr ° perly treatcd “PO" that plan, it 
which we have had reason to believe that the patient suffered from meroun 

has'been 6 un T ’ f ™ ^ ^ with not a in which it 

havetlWedTj , e n fbi“uon m “ ym 016 m ° St consequences 

of ;;“ 5C ha :, PUb ' iSllCd in tbc Medico-Chirtutfcal Transactions, an account 
ofl20 cases cured without mercury in his military practice during a year anti 
hree quarters. Mr. Outline successfully treated 100 cases in the same manner, 
nd has seen notes of 400 more cured without mercury in the different hospi- 

hdLd n ? J r reIateS 155 cases aimiIarl >- cured by him in the Coni 
cm,1 if CP Hospital at Edinburgh Castle. Mr. Hennen has published 105 
equally successfu cases, 20 of which were eases of true Hunterian chancre. 
Amt i a general investigation, undertaken by the surgeons of the British 

** «* * ™ ^ 19 « vcrc cmc<l without mcrcu „ 

’ , 6 hud secondary- symptoms, but every man was fit for military dull 
mediately on his dismissal from the hospital. The average period for the 
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Ptyalism, as we have stated above, is a foul, painful, odious re¬ 
medy, and never to be used when the safety of the patient is not at 
stake, or when gentler means will almost certainly succeed; but a lit¬ 
tle present d.stress is never to be weighed in the balance against cer¬ 
tain danger, or even against lasting pain. The highest authorities in 
medicine have clearly shown, that, in every species of fever manv 
patients are saved by mercury, who would be otherwise certainly 
lost; and this fact alone is a sufficient argument for our present pur¬ 
pose, since, as we have already said, we are not inventing a new in¬ 
dication in medicine, but a new and more successful method of ful- 
fi ling an old one. Whoever believes himself ready to perish, will 
gladly lay hold of this means of safety, however uncomfortable; let 
us then do unto others, as we would they should do unto us, and flv 
to mercury as the last hope. It will not only avert impending danger, 
but in many cases it will remove old obstructions, break up morbid 
associations, create new capacities 9 f life, and almost regenerate the 
"hole man: it is, with the solitary exception of cinchona, the greatest 
medical blessing which a benevolent Providence has conferred on his 
suffering creatures. 

da>S ’ ^°ndary36days. T!,c remain- 
il l T mcrcury: 51 <>rU,C,C hld secondary symptoms, and 

two men were rendered unfit for the service. The average period for the cure 

LT,”? Sy T, 0raS 33 days ’ amI of scc0 "dary 45. The foregoing cases, 

on IfO d ’ ' ', , n0t - V thc more sim P ,e sores - but a regular proper 
ion of those with the most marked character of syphilitic chancre. On a sur- 
tej of the results ,t appears, that under the non-mercurial treatment, the dis- 

rto'le m °,he qUCntly - * dVan “ d *° the SCCOr ’ <1;ir >- aymptoms—but that, on the 
WM hMnMh average tone of cure, both of primary and secondary symptoms, 

.Styu'/ han,t ' faS,n ,hC cascswhcre nercury w !l3 employed.”—AgeW., 

For further proofs of thc efficacy and safety of the non-mercurial, or pliy- 
udogical practice, m syphilis, we refer to the valuable paper of Dr. Harris, in 
theNorthAmencan Medical and Surgical Journal, vol. i. p. 38-to the work 

7rT’e f0r a n0tlCC 0f which sec our last number—to thc elaborate trea- 
B ™ 5 ’ * ° f Which wi " bc founJ m our present number-an.l 

article Mercury in Chapman’s F.lements of Therapeutics. I H ] 
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